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For ttlOse of you ,vho Im-e relied on email to
remain in contact ,vittI your lo,ed one. I ,,'ant
to remind you that Ollf email sen-ice "ill stop
\vhen \ve go ashore. and all of us ,vill ha,e to
rely on ..snail mail'. to stay in touch. I
encourage you to continue to selld email until
our sen-ice stops, b\1t also start mailing
traditional letters no,v so your Marine or Sailor
continues to get Wlintemlpted ne\ys from
home. Y Ollf support \,ill keep him mentally
and emotionally strong ,vhile deployed. and it
does more than an~ll1ing else to ensure he
makes it back to ,"our side.

S2t Mai

Sgt ~1aj Hamby

A Co CO
C apt Griffin
1 stSgt Lopez

B Co CO
Capt Gomez
IstSgtArchambault

As you follo,,- the ne,,-s in the futttre. look for
your Marine or Sailor to appear on l13tional
tele\-ision and in articles- Once "-e go ashore.
our Battalion should be assigned three to six
media personnel ,,"ho ,,"ill stay ,,"ith us and
report on our actions wxl deeds- Sincc your
husband or son is part of 1'1 Battalion. ~1l1
Marines. 1st 11arine Regiment (or Task Force
One or Regimental Combat Team One). J st
Marine Di, -ision. those are the names to listen
or look for. Once ,,"e are assigned our media
personnel I ,,"ill~' to get ,,"ord back thrOttgh
the k~ ,olunteer nehyork on "hich lle'YS
agencies are reporting on \tS.

=-.~~-;;=~~; ~~-, ;o-..,..; -';,..0-.;0;-..,

Dear "ives. families. a!ld friends of tile Marines and
Sailors of 1st Battalion. ~th 11arlnes:

C Co CO
Capt Collins
1 stSgt Zhorne Greetings from the high seas some,,-here near the Mariana

Islands ill the Western Pacific Ocean- It"s bard to belie\-e
,vc are aIread\- into dle third ,,-eek of 011f ,o,age aJId ,,-ill
soon arrive at our destination and re.ioin the' ~ of the l't
Marine Division. Your mlsbands and sons continue to
',"ork incredibly bard preplfing themselves for the rigors
of possible combat action and you should be innnensely
proud of each and e\-e~- one of them.

w Co CO
Capt Moran
IstSgt Hoskins

HIS Co CO
Capt Citrano
J stSgt Richardson Your husbands and sons spend long hours each

day honing the skills of their profession. We
began training almost immediately once ,ve
sailed. and quickly learned that e\'e~'one must
pull together to make the best use of the
available space. There is a great sense of
"Blue-Green Teatn" across all the strips as
eve~'one understa11ds the gra\ity of the
sit1aatiol1 3Ild that "'e are aU in this together,
To counter the cramped conditions. Se\'eral of
the rifle companies ba\'e gone to re\-erse ~'cle
training. ,,'hich meallS th~' sleep miring the
d.'1yand train at night ,,"hen most e\-e~'one else
is sleeping.

First. let me thank all of you for making our departure so
Illell1Orable. Your cheers. prayers. tears. and hope aU help
strengthen Otlf resol,.e to complete tllis mission qtuckJy
and remm home as fast as possible. I encourage each of
you to continue the Strong St1pport you pro,ided your
husband during the \veeks by continuillg to OVCf\vhelm
him \vith letters. prayer. and thoughts.

Wlille many of you are ,,-eathering the coldest
part of the year. ,,-e are sailing to,vards the
equator and feel e\ -el) - bit of the tropical

h\unidi~-. Most of our time outside is spent
shOOtitlg our ,,-eapons: nlo\ing ,,-ith our night
,-ision equipment: or conductlllg nuclear.
biological chemical (NBC) defense training.

I ,,-ollld especial,-,-like to tI)al1k all of the Battalion's Key
Vohmteers (KV's), ,,"ho unselfishly devote precious free
time each d.1~ ensuring the Marilles' and Sailors' ,,'i\'es
recei\'e aCC\trate ne,,"s oftl1eir husbands deeds and have
someOI1e to call \\1lell tIl~ need ad\ice regarding militaI)
support agencies- In addition to tIleir primal).. duties, our
KV's do so lnan~- \,"onderful tl1i11gS behind tIle scenes that
they are absolutel~- critical to this Battalion's success on
tile battlefield b~" helping to ensure all is \,"ell on the home
front, Ne~1 time ~-ou recei'"e a phone call from a KV \U1O
is passing ne,,"s of~"our husband, I encourage ~-ou to gi'"e
her a heart\- ""thank vou" as she is doino this seI\-ice.. 0
entirel~- on her o,vn free ,,-ill aIId because she lros :l heart
of gold!
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It-l..~ '
~ gratitude for your support and

I understmding during these difficult
j times. I ',"Ollid be remiss if I did not

take this opportunit.'- to personally
tha11k YOU. llte physical atld
spiritual ,,'ell being oftltis compal1.'-
is of utmost importance to me, and
your affection only sef\es to
strengthen 0\1£ resol'-e. I encourage
you to send letters. cards. ~d;.ages,
atld ,\1l.,te\-er else you deem
appropriate. There are fC\\ better
sounds than to hear one's name
3WlOUOCed at IlJail call. I too,," your
Marine would appreciate your
efforts in this regard-

aU of \\"hi~~'es \-;;;;~~~~~ l
combat eqtJipment and Otlf \'e~' hot
NBC suits. The bumjdi~' is brutal \\llile
wearing gas nt.1sks. flack jackets. and
NBC suits. but it's important training
and the Maru1eS aJ1d Sailors aU
wlderstand the need for first-rdte
training. The protecti\e equipntel1t
nlakes us all feel better. but one 113S to
get used to the \\eight as the a\'erage
Marine carries approx 150 Ibs of
cquipntent aI¥I supplies!

As nwny of ~ -OU kIlO"". our Battalion's
motto is "Whate\-er it takes" and I can
assure ~'OU that ~-our Marines and Sailors
ba,'e li,-ed up to our motto 100 times

, o.er these past fe" montllS ~ring
for combat operations itl support of
OPERA nON ENDURING FREEDOM.
Altl1Ougii "e arc deeply saddened to

I 1e3.e our families. and lWcertain "hat
the future Ina)- hold. most e.el)-one
seenlS "gung-ho'. to be part oftlus
DlOmlD1Cntal and ~oric e\ent. Perllaps
our President.s ',ords. spokenjilSt days

; after the tragic terror attack on the World
, Trade Center. best tells tile responsibili~'

~our Marines wid Sailors feel:

\VEAPONS COMPANY
During these past ,,"eeks. W capons
Conlpany continued to imPro\'e their
skills. The pl3tOOt1S conducted live fire
exercises aboard the USS Boxer.
Dubuque. ood ColllStock. Eve~'one has
been getting adjusted to life on slup.
finding time to train in limited spaces
and at odd l}Ot1fS. The Maritles of
Weapons Compa~" continue to
condition dlCir bodies ph~sically. and
keep a ri"OrotlS trainin" schedule durin"~ ~ ~

the day and lUght. Ho\'"e'"er. on Super
80".. Stuxtay. the Com~ h<KI a brief
respite fronl dleir hectic training
schedule aOO ""3td1ed the game together.

HUe hm'e found ollr Inis.\'ion and our
moment... The adt.ance of hunran
freedol'" tl,e great 11£:'hi""£:""",,t of our
Ii"", alld the great hope of et.ery' lime,
nOlI' 11£:7'L."d.. on us... Our nation, this
generation, )Iill lift the dark threat of
riolenL"e from our people m,d our future
"'e lIill rally the )1'Orld to this cause by
our L"ff()rts, by our courage. JJ'e ,..,./1',01
tire, )1If! Jlill not faker and JIIf! )I-ill not
faiL"

TIle comp.'U1~ is fOC\lsed on
preparing OIlrsel,es for "ol1ate\°er
situation ma~o arise. but "oe ba.e
celebrated a mlmber of e,ents 0' °er
tbe COUfsc of Jan~oo Wc
"odcomed Cbristioe Metz to the
family as site married Lance
Corporal Metz. Also. a number of
our Marines et~joyed birthdays to
include Corporals Vettd and
VaI1n: PFCs Gawel. St..ffu.
B.,.ant. and Youn~: aJ1d Pri.ates
Jones and Moates. As "'ell ".e
promoted solne of our .e~o
deseC\'ing ~1arines on the first of
Febroa~'o Sergeant Infante.
Corporals Espinoza. Scott,
Cb.,'ezmartinez, Franklin. am
Pegram: and PFC Washburn atJ
,,"ere £e\\'arded for tlleir liard efforts.

"C- COMPAN'\'

As tile De,," month da,,'ns O\tr spirit
and coltfidence are Wgll. Take
comfort in tile fact that your
Marines are rea~.!
-Capt CollinsYour husbands and sons arc tnlly

remarkable professionals and you should
be \.e~. proud of t1Iem as the.' are the
best America has to offer.

Semper Fidelis
LtCol John Mayer

Throughout tile 227-year histo~' of
the United States Marine Corps. Marines
ba\'C left home on short notice to 31lS\\'er
our nation.s caU. On Janl~' 17.2003
the men of Conlpany C took their place
in this tl3dition as "e departed SOllthern
California in 511pport of Operation
Enduring Freedom. For some. this is our
second time out in less than a year. For
others. tllis is their first operatiollal
deployntent For all. this is the
am'enture of a lifetinle. Our honor and
pri,ilege is to 5en-C the United States of
America. and ,ve are proud to do so in
this fashion toda.". for ComOaDV

HelJo to the fanlilies and friends of
the Bra\"o Company team. As you
all know \ye entbarked aboard the
USS Dubtlqt1e on the 16dl of Jan~

I =~~ ~ ~ ~~ I' Times such as dlese are cllaracterized

by great sacrifices. You. our famil.'"
members. are OO"ed a deep debt of



~uld set Sclil the follo\\ing morning
for the Central Command area of
operations. We spent a couple of
d~'s adjusting to shipbo.'\rd life. btlt
quickly began rrainillg on the 19tJI of
Jarnl~..

We spenl some long. liard IlOurs gelting
e\'e~'one re3~ and

embarked aboard ship. ThrougJlOUt our
first ,veeks on ship the company dedicated
most of its time to training and shipboard
orientation. The t~ pical da~ begins at 0600
al1d lasts ,ultil around 17{K). TltroUghout
the last hvo ,veeks tl1~. 1l3,e been
illstructed 00 a m~Tiad of classes. Cannon ClICker.\' AU2ment "HorNe

Marines"
Gy Hurst has led the Marines and Sailors
in botll day and night li,-e fire exercises.
"hich take place on the flight deck. The
d..~1ime shoots "-ere emplaced to instill
trust and confidence ill tile Marines
"'eapons. The nighninle shoots ""ere
emplaced to instill trust and COnfidellce in
the night ,'ision equipment. 0\ emU the
month of Jamm~- 11.1s gone by rapidly for
all of us. ,,'ith all tile CIla11ges '\"e have
gone through.

Marine Artille!}.men from Batte!}. B, 1st
Battalion. 11 th Marines ha\.c joined the
great -Horse Marines" in their OO\'enntre
abroad, The detadU11ent"s role is to
support tile itlfa1lt£.' "ith 155n1Dl CalUlOD
Artille!}, ,,1uch call fire 96 potmd
projectiles in excess of 20 miles. The
Marines of Bra\.o Batte!} are proud to be
gi\ .en the opportwlity sel\C ,,'jtIt Stich an
outstat1ding Infant£.'. Battalion,

We would like to congrattllate a fe\v
Marines. First to Corporal Flcnwlg. ,vho
,von the i'" Marine Regiment and l '"

Marine Di\ision NCO of the Year Board.
Second to PFC Hicinbothan1 and his wife.
,vho on Jan~' 30111. ga,'e birtll to their
second child. Little Natalie. 'vas born a
healthy 61bs 7 oz and 18 112m.

Your 1farines mId Sailors hc'l' 'e
been doing a fantastic job! Th~' are
getting pleDt." of exercise and ,ye
l1a\'e already conducted 1\yO liye fire
shoots, It is truly a pleasure to
',"3tch tllese nlell in actioll. AU of
our De\\ joins are being integrated
UltO their teaDlS and sqllads and are '
""orl,;.ing bard to refine the solid
skills tbe.'"leamed at the Schools of
lnfantI'.', Please keep the su~rt
coming! r, 'e included a photo of
your boys in action.
-Capt Gomez

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Ob. cant forget. GySgt Satnuels ,,'ishes
his ",ife a haW' birthda.'.

Battalion Aid Station
Hello to all our fanulies back in SUilllY
southern California. The Corpsmen of 1st
BattaJion. 4th ~1arines are contilnling to
uain in order to be r~. for any mission
The tinle ',"e ba'-e on ship has gi,.en us a
cbanceto offer 5e\ -era} medical classes
designed to teach Marilles to help each
other in the e\"ent of inj~--

All of us from .~pba Com~- ,,-ant to
,,-ish all of our JOyed ones tile best aIld
thank you for your lo'-e and slippon during
this deployn1ent!.. A" roMP ANY

Another depl~.ment finds the
M~\fines and Sailors of Alpha
Company aboard ~ USS Dubuque.

-CaptGriftin

GOOD INFO: MCCS ONE SOURCE: Provides assistance and infonTlation 24 hrs a day; 7 days a week; 365 days a
year by calling the following numbers or accessing the website listed. Degreed, credentialed consultants and specialized
research teams are available to answer questions pertaining to everyday issues, finandal matters, education and
schooling, health and wellness. parenting and child care. relationships, midlife and retirement, and legal issues.
Confidentiality is assured. This service has personnel available who can translate over 140 languages; is TTYITTD
accessible; and is on-line accessible for low vision users needing assistive technologies. It is available for Marine active
duty service members, Marine reserve service members, family members, and Navy person net attached to Marine units.

Toli-free CONUS: 1-800-433-6868 Toll-free OCONUS: 96-001-800-237-42374 En espanol: 1-888-346-9188

Coiled Call OCONUS: 484-530-5908; TTYrrDD: 1-800-346-9188 ~

Online at www.mccsonesource.com (User 10: Marines; Password: Semperfi



I am especially proud of the Esprit de
Corps sho,vn by e"ery' Corpsmen in the
banalion ,,'ho ,,'orkcd long hours prior to
lIle deployment. Their "ork helped to
enSllre tllat "'e no,,' have all the tools
necessary' to get our Marines llOnIe safely.
More importantly. I "'ould like to thank all
of tile families \\00 ha\e bccn so
supportive in this difficult time. Your
entails have been so imlX>rtlnt to maintain
the high morale on all three ships and ,,'e
look fof\\"ard to gettlllg mail from you in
Km\"ait,

~
With h"o De'" Marines on the team. LCpl

Wiegand and LCpl Rice. the 8-2 shop
began conducted by Sgt DlUW'.aIl. to brush
lip on our skills. 8gt Duua'"3I1 also assisted
them in felting them used to the normal
IstBn oJl) ~larines 8-2 dail~. operations life.
Classes "'ere conducted on ComlDa1Kf and
Control Personal Computer program
(C2PC) and 111e ne\"I~. acquired MDACT
computers. Dail~. updates to intelligence
iJuonuation ,,,as researched and tileR
briefed cach night at the staff meeting in
order 10 impro,.e the o,.eraU a,'-areness of
the Battalion Staff

Communications Platoon -
After departlllg San Diego on 17th
JanuaQ. the conun\uuC3tiollS platoon
began :1 different life aboard the sllips.
During fust 5e\-eml days. a rigorous
training sched\l1e \\"as set and the platoon
began tlleir training itl ,.arious subjects
designed to sllarpen tlleir skills in aU
mjljt~ S\lbjects. On an a,-erage da~-.
commwlicatiollS platoon training itlclude
topics in Nuclear Biological Chcnucal
(NBC). \veapons handling or live fire
shooting. radio equiplneot/~ure cu.
and night \ .ision eqlupment. One of tile
lughligi11s of tile \o~.age happened on
when t\vo conununications platoon
Marines "ere promoted on Feb~- 1st-
Congratulations to Sgt Sallders 31\d LCpi
Diaz.
-Lt Paul S. Halu1

Weekends ,vere spent catching up on
sleep. inlpfO\-ing personal adlninistration
iSStles (131md~.. gear clealung.
baircuts ectl. \vatclung mo\ies aJld
contacting frieoos 300 family back home-
This last Swway. CaptaiIl Wilbur had
bnmch \\ith the 5-2 shop diSCllssing
e\ -e~ 11ling from spies and ood gt~.s to the

space shuttle U'agedy.

I ,,-ish I COllld P\1t a personalized message
from each of ~- Corpsmen in this short
letter but I do not ha,-e tile space- Instead I
"ill sununarize ,,-JUIt \ve aU ""aDt to ~- to
eacll of you- To our ,vives 311d girlfriends
-Hon~', I 100-e and nliss you and \vill be
00me as soon as I can-
To our kids "00 your home\vork, Eat your
vegetables, and help Mon1D1Y \vith the
chores-
To our parents "Mom and Dad. Thanks for
teaching me to be the man I have become,"
And to e\.e~-one else. thank you for your
SUPfX'rt and frieOOslup-

~
OPERA nONS NOTES. The Operations
Section embarked aboard sllip safely. Cpl
Finl~ did a supelb job ensuring our
vehicle and equipment "ere embarked
appropriately. Congrnhllations are in order
for Sgt Balber woo "'35 promoted to his
Ctureot rank 00 1 Feb, CWO Gere. Cpl
Lind. and LCpl Telles embarked all our
NBC equipment aIx1 are ~' ensuring the
readiness of tile battalion. Our peerless air
section made up of Capt Wahl Cap(
Pa~soll aJld Capt Mar\'el are spreading
the "'ord about air su~rt am Ca~ Wahl
is ""orking l)afd to keep track of all the
people "'e fly from ship to ship, Glumer
Parts. Lt Martin. Capt Gi~. MGySgt
Johnson. and G."Sgt Askew are shaping the
battalion's training focus to ensure our
readiness to offload and commence
operations at our destillation, Your
Marines are doing tremendous things - I
know you are as proud of tIlem as I am.
Keep tile faitII,

-HMC(FMF) Matthe". Lubold
Battalion Medical Chief. 1/4

,S;:!
On JantJaJ)" 17. the li-t 5-1 tralJSfonned

itself into the Combat S-l. Ink pens in one
Iwnd and machine gwlS itl the other. are
split wnong h\O ships pro\iding the
battalion \vith both administrnti\"e Sllpport
wld tl1C kno\nedge tl1at it Cat1 sleep
soundly \\ith us -on the ,vall...
We are trainit1g to get rea~.. right

alongside the other Marines.

To all the families of LCpl ZinU11em1all.
LCpl Valiente. LCpl Bemardpbillips. Cpt
Lopez. ~'Sgt Vanderlipe. and LCpl
Wilson (,\110 is "oding liard for Contbat
Cargo). you sl1OUld be incredibly proud of
the job your Marines are doing aIKI the
professionalism "itl1 ,vbich ~ are doing
it. We miss you and keep the letters and e-mail . I

co IDIng .

Scout Sniper Platoon
To all of the falnily nlembers ofthc Scout
Sniper PlatOOll your loved OIIeS are bard at
,vorl;: fine-hming the training tb~"
accomplished before our deploYlnenl. We
ha\-e been trnining on such topics as
patrolling. radio ,vort... using air asscts and
artill~". and of course shooting. I am
COllStaotly impressed by their hard ,vork
and de\"ooon to their craft" I anI Sllre YO\I
are as proud as I am of your young men.
E'el) day they prepare for d1e conflict to
COOle. e,el)day tl~ push tllenlsel,"es
harder. and e\el}"day the Marines oftbe
Scout Sniper Platoon surptss ~"
e.'q)ectations. Please continue to keep us in
your hcarts mId praycrs and \'"e ',111 see
you soon.

-ist Lt Paul Stieglitz -Maj Casado sends.
-2JvJLt Ethan A~or
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The 5-4 and supply sections were the driving forces behind the battalion's successful embarkation, andjust
fe(:ently these motivated Marines enjoyed a sUlU1y Satwday afternoon fOmJation on the flight deck of the U55
Boxer during which a number of them were promoted and given well deserved awards.

SSgt Tunnel, embarkation and logistics chief, \\'35 awarded his third Navy Achievement Medal for outstanding
work deploying the entire battalion. Cpl Petrino was promoted from lance corporal and awarded a Certificate of
Commenmtion for his contributions as maintenance management chief and forklift operator prior to
deployment.

Supply Marines Cpl Arroyo and Cpl Chichil were promoted from lance corporals. Cpl. Arroyo was awarded a
Certificate of Commendation for his excellent job managing the battalion's property during embarkation. LCpl
Trevino received a Certificate of Commendation for his outstanding work ordering and trncking numerous
supply items orderOO over the past three months.

Motor transport Marines celebrated a promotion and an award. LCpl Willis was promoted from PFC. On
January 19 LCpl Martinez was awarded a Certificate of Commendation during a similar formation aboard the
USS Dubuque. He was recognized for his role in preparing the motor transport section for embarkation and the
tactical marking of the battalion's vehicles.

Two Marines are awaiting good news from home. 2ndLt Bednar and Cpl Arroyo are both expecting babies in
February.

Other Information

The Marines of ATF-West are authorized to make deposits into an account called the Savings Deposit Program
(SOP). This program allows members to earn 100/0 interest Jx:r year, compounded quarterly (2.5% per quarter).
Marines can make the deposit once they enter a designated combat tax exclusion zone (where we are going).
You can deposit all of your ~y that isn't used for other allotments. (After all deductions and allotments, the
cash you actually receive on the 111 and 15th of the month). Advance pay and travel advances may not be
deposited. The maximum 31DOWlt that will earn the high interest rate is $10,000. Allotments have to stop when
you leave the combat tax exclusion zone. Interest will stop accruing 90 days later. To withdrawal money you
must make arrangements with the designated representatives from the SOP office. Marines or someone with a
special power of attorney can open the account through the unit administrative office (RP AC). Details are
available from the chain of command and our Adjutant's office. This is not a checking account and is meant
more for money that you don't need for day to day expenses.

Did you know that spouses can request to leave base housing for a period in excess of 90 days through the
housing office?
If you do, you must:
A. Provide to base housing a bonafide POC for yard upkeep.
B. Provide to base housing a bonafide POC for emergencies.
C. Take ail pets with them.
D. Ensure that all doors and windows are locked.
E. Ensure that ail appliances, except freezer and refrigerator are turned off and that thermostat is set to an

appropriate level to save energy.
F. Make anangernents with the post office to forward mail.

The government will not pay to store your fumittU"C. If you choose to vacate housing pennanently. you may do
so and receive Basic Allowance for Housing (BAR), but in order to return to housing you will have to put
yourself on the waiting list again.

-X 0 sends.


